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GENERAL NOTES. 

GEOGRAPHY AND TRAVELS. 1 

Arctic Items. — Reports of various kinds have been afloat 
respecting the whereabouts of the Dijmphna, but no authentic 
news has been received since that brought to Europe by Capt. 
Dallman of the Louise, and dated Sept. 22. Mistaking certain 
signals, she left the open lead in which she was, and which would 
probably have led her in safety to the Kara sea, and went to the 

'This department is edited by W. N. Lockington, Philadelphia. 
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assistance of the Louise, then beset by the sea. She was caught 
in the pack and frozen in on Sept. 17. The wreck reported by 
the Samoieds proved to be that of an old Russian whaler. It has 
been decided by the Danish government to send out a search 
expedition. 

The ice in the Spitzbergen and Barents seas has this year been 
so unfavorable for exploration that the geographical results have 
been almost nil. In 1881 the ice was exceptionally low down to- 
wards the coast of Norway, while there was open water north of 
Spitzbergen and Novaya Zemlya. In that year the ice disap- 
peared with extraordinary rapidity when it once began to melt, 
while in 1882 it seems hardly to have given way at all. The 
north side of Spitzbergen has been almost inaccessible, which 
has not been the case for many years. Not improbably this was 
due to the northerly winds, which brought fresh ice as fast as the 
pack melted at its southern edge, so that possibly open water was 
present in the region around Bering strait. It is the opinion ot 
Baron Nordenskiold and other authorities upon Arctic matters, 
that the Siberian seas can be navigated every summer from one 
end or the other, and that the past year was favorable to pene- 
tration by way of Bering strait. 

Fresh attempts to open up a trade route between Siberia and 
Europe will this year be made by Mr. Sibiriakoff, Dr. Oscar 
Dickson and Baron K nop. 

The members of the Lena Expedition are reported by Lieut. 
Harder to have been in excellent health and comfortably settled 
in winter quarters on Oct. 3. 

An expedition, with Baron Nordenskiold at its head, will be 
sent out by Dr. Oscar Dickson, to explore the interior of Green- 
land. Baron Nordenskjold is confident that in the interior of 
this ice-covered land an oasis exists, and believes that he can 
reach it. It is hoped, also, to obtain some traces of the lost 
Norse colonies, last heard from at the end of the fourteenth cen- 
tury. Their very location is matter of dispute. 

Cape Horn Expedition. — The members of the French Mag- 
netic and Meteorological Expedition to Cape Horn took up their 
quarters at Orange bay, Tierra del Fuego, on Sept. 6, 1882, and 
commenced observations on the 26th. The air was very moist 
and rain plentiful. The mission was well received by the natives. 

Asia. — Lieut-Col. Beresford Lovett has published a map of 
the route from Teheran to Astrabad, and thence to Shahrud. The 
general aspect of Western Mazanderan is bare and arid, but is 
relieved by fertile spots, and Col. Elliott remarks that the villa- 
gers seem prosperous, wear good clothes, are fat and healthy- 
looking, and probably have a better lot than that of many Irish, 
German or Russian peasants. An opening of twenty feet wide in 
a dyke of basalt, which rises up eighty or ninety feet on each 
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side, is called the Palang Durwaz or Panther's Portal, and may- 
be the famed Caspian gates about the position of which antiqua- 
rians are so uncertain. Damavaud, 19,950 feet in height, is an 
extinct volcano. 

At Bostam, near Shahrud, is an ancient brick tower resembling 
the Kotul Minar at Delhi, but only some fifty or sixty feet high. 
It has a cornice of terra-cotta tiles with Kufic inscriptions. 

Astrabad is in a fertile district, Shahrud, in a country where 
nothing will grow except by dint of digging, manuring and 
irrigating. Habits of industry have thus bsen developed at the 
latter place, the fruits and cereals of which are exported to As- 
trabad. 

The north-east promontory of Borneo, though apparently con- 
nected with Sulu archipelago by a promontory and a series of 
shallows and banks, shows no traces of volcanic action ; but is 
composed of sandstone and limestone, the latter often forming 
steep peaks. In the interior is a low plain of some 4000 square 
miles, having a heavy rainfall and numerous large rivers. One 
of these, the Kina Bataugan, winds so much that in 350 miles it 
is only eighty miles from the sea. It has been ascended by 
steamer for 150 miles. The banks of nearly all of these fine 
rivers are uninhabited, but it appears from the report of Mr. 
Pryer that much of it may prove suitable for settlers. The Sulu 
islands are very lovely, and are tolerably well populated by Sulus 
(Malays with an infusion of Arab and Chinese), Bajaws and other 
tribes. The interior of Sabah (the northern part of Borneo) is 
peopled only by tribes of Sundyaks' who are Dyaks with some 
admixture of Chinese. 

Dr. Lansdell has returned from a journey of 11,000 miles or 
more in Western Siberia and Turkestan. 

A native explorer has returned to India after a four years' 
absence in Tibet, and has finally proved that the basin of the 
Sanpo is separated from that of the Irawadi by a great range of 
hills. The traveler and his companions were robbed of most of 
their property between Lhassa and Lob Nor ; and at Saithang (lat. 
39 , long. 92 ) one of his companions deserted after robbing him 
extensively. Taking service with Mongolians, he and his assist- 
ant pushed northward to Saitu (lat. 40 , long. 92 ), probably the 
" Sachiu " of Marco Polo, and thence southward till they reached 
the Jesuit mission at Ta-tsien-lu. Thence they continued their 
travels, taking a circuit which nearly brought them back again 
to Lhassa, which they avoided to escape recognition, turning 
down to Chetang on the Sanpo, and thence via Giangze Long 
to Darjiling. As the instruments were not lost, a large number 
of observations for latitude were taken, and a more or less con- 
tinuous traverse of his route was kept. 

The narrative of the wanderings of Mr. E. O'Donovan in 
Northern Persia, of his venturesome excursion to the Merv oasis, 
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and his forced residence among the Tekke Turcomans, reads like 
a romance and is full of interesting facts respecting this " Queen 
of the World," which still contains 500,000 inhabitants. Here 
are the extensive ruins of Giaur Kala, the original site of Merv, 
destroyed by the Arabs about the end of the seventh century, 
and those of Bairam Ali, its successor, destroyed in 1784 by the 
Amir of Bokhara. 

The travels of General Macgregor in Beloochistan (1876-1877) 
proved that the Mashkid and Mashkel rivers do not flow into the 
sea or into the Helmand, but after their confluence in the roman- 
tic pass of Tank Zorati flow mainly north-west to the Mashkel 
Hamun, a marsh with no outlet. 

Capello and Ivens' Travels in Central and West Africa. 
— The narrative of Messrs. Capello and Ivens, who left Benguela 
in Nov., 1877, in company with Major Serpa Pinto, and after- 
wards parted from him and explored the Cuango northward to 
about 5 S. lat, has been published. 

The sources of the Cunene, Cuanza and Cuango were visited 
and determined, and considerable information obtained respecting 
the region. The country is mountainous, cut up by numerous 
streams, and in many parts rich in vegetation. The habits, dwell- 
ings, implements, weapons, etc., of these villagers are pretty much 
the same as those of other Bantu tribes which figure in the nar- 
ratives of Pinto, Stanley, Cameron and others. 

The Bihenos are the greatest native travelers in Africa, and 
Bihe is rich and fertile. Elaborate methods of dressing the hair 
prevail. 

The sources of the Cuango were found at a height of 4756 
feet, at about n^° S. lat, and a little east of 19 E. long. Near 
this point arise an infinity of spring-heads, the sources of affluents 
of the Tchipaca, Cuango, Cassai, Lume and Loando, flowing to- 
wards the Congo-Zaire, Cuanza and Zambesi. The region around 
this remarkable- watershed is rich in iron and copper, and pro- 
duces a wealth of vegetable products. 

The Cuango was followed to about 140 miles of the point 
where it discharges into the Congo, and was abandoned on ac- 
count of the intense aridity of the country. The course of the 
river is obstructed by rocks, rapids and cataracts, so that it is 
unnavi gable. 

From the historical details given it is evident that for centuries 
the various African peoples have been in a state of constant 
migration. 

GEOLOGY AND PALAEONTOLOGY. 

New Orders of Crinoidea. — In the second edition of his 
American Palaezoic fossils Mr. S. A. Miller characterizes three 
new orders and four new families of Crinoidea, with the following 
definitions : 

Order Agelacrinoidea and family Agelacrinidae. Body thin, 



